THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  EXISTENCE
the proportion rose until it reached 2J. in the pound for
incomes of ^200 and more. There was at once an outcry
that the country would be ruined, but Parliament duly
voted the taxes. For some months Pitt was decidedly
unpopular: he was hooted in the City, and on one occasion
had to be guarded by a squadron of horse. He was justi-
fied by events, for the trade returns in 1798 were dis-
tinctly better than those for the previous year. The next
financial expedient was a "Patriotic Contribution", and
that brought in no less than .£2,300,000 in voluntary
donations. Thus the Prime Minister was well justified in
his statement in the House of Commons in December
1798. After paying a tribute to the Navy and Army, he
went on to say:
"We must also do justice to the wisdom, energy, and
determination of the Parliament who have furnished
the means of employing the force whose achievements
have been so brilliant; through the wisdom of Parlia-
ment the resources of the country have been called
forth, and its spirit embodied in a manner unexampled
in its history. By their firmness, magnanimity, and
devotion to the cause, not merely of our own individual
safety, but of the cause of mankind in general, we have
been enabled to stand forth the saviours of the earth.
No difficulties have stood in our way; no sacrifices have
been thought too great for us to make; a common
feeling of danger has produced a common spirit of
exertion, and we have cheerfully come forward with a
surrender of a part of our property as a salvage, not
merely for recovering ourselves, but for the general
recovery of mankind. We have presented a pheno-
menon in the character of nations."
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